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 See if these words of Jesus sound familiar: “Listen! 
Behold, a sower went out to sow” (Mark 4:3). The Christ 
said that as the sower sowed his seed, it fell on different 
types of soil. There was wayside soil, plus stony ground, 
thorny ground, and good ground (Matthew 13, Mark 4, 
Luke 8).  

 Remember, parables are figurative language, so as 
we study them we must ask ourselves, “What do the ac-
tions and people in this story symbolize?” Thankfully, in 
the case of what Jesus labeled as “the parable of the 
sower” (Matthew 13:18), our Lord explained the mean-
ing to His disciples.  

 We want to focus on what Jesus said about what 
happens when seed falls into thorny soil, considering 
mainly what is written in Mark 4. The Master said:  “And some seed fell among thorns; 
and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no crop . . . Now these are the ones 
sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word, and the cares of this world, 
the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, 
and it becomes unfruitful” (Mark 4:7,18,19).  

 What type of person is represented by the thorny ground? Like all others de-
scribed in the parable, he hears the word (Mark 4:18). The thorny soil is the third type of 
soil mentioned in the story. The one preceding it, the stony ground, represents one who 
receives the word, but later falls away. The one which follows it, the good ground, also 
accepts the word. Our conclusion is that the thorny-ground person, who comes  

Verse of the Week 

Now these are the ones sown 
among thorns; they are the 

ones who hear the 
word, 19 and the cares of this 

world, the deceitfulness of rich-
es, and the desires for other 
things entering in choke the 

word, and it becomes un-
fruitful.  

Mark 4:18,19  

Mark 4:18,19 – JESUS’ EXPLANATION OF “THORNY SOIL” 

SUNDAY: 9.30 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Study | 10.30 a.m. Worship | 5.00 p.m. Evening Service 

WEDNESDAY: 7.30 p.m. Mid Week Bible Study 

If you know anyone who would love to study the Bible please  
contact any member of this congregation.  

Church St church of Christ 
Address: 10 Church St, Bayswater, VIC 3153 
Phone: +613 9729 6034 
Email: contact.us@churchstreetcoc.org.au 

Prayer Request 

 Pray for the health of: 

 Raquel and her asthma 

 Aunty Hon’s health challenges 

 Mary’s allergy and recovery 

 Travellers: 

 Daniel weekly work travel to 
Geelong 

 Syntyche weekly travel to wor-
ship 

Prayer request?   
Articles or News to share?  

Send us an email or contact any of 
the members in this congregation.  

We will be happy to in-
clude it in this Newslet-
ter. 

MOTHER’S IN THE BIBLE QUIZ 
1. Who was the woman that was successful in getting Samson to divulge the source of his strength? 

(Judges 16:18) 
2. Who was the mother of Moses, Aaron and Miriam? (Numbers 26:59) 
3. Who was the woman that prophesied to Barak that he would win the battle, but the victory would 

be at the hands of a woman? (Judges 4:4-9) 
4. Who was the woman that hid two spies under some piles of flax on her roof? (Joshua 2:1-6) 
5. Who was the woman that led the women of Israel out in a dance when they crossed the Red Sea? 

(Exodus 15:20) 
6. Who was the woman that made her son a coat each year and took it to him? (1 Samuel 1:20;2:18-

21) 
7. Who was the woman that had a little room built onto the house so that the prophet Elisha could 

stay with them? (2 Kings 4:8-17) 

8. Who was the woman that the Lord made childless because she mocked the way the king wor-
shipped the Lord? (2 Samuel 6:20-23) 

9. Who was the woman that threw an upper millstone onto Abimelech's head and crushed his skull? 
(Judges 9:50-55) 

10. Who was the woman that posed as a prostitute so that she could meet with her father in law? 
(Genesis 38:12-15) 

Answers: 1.Delilah 2.Jochebed 3.Deborah 4. Rahab 5.Miriam 6.Hannah 7.She isn't named... 8.Michal 9.She isn't 
named.. 10.Tamar 

Charlie and Mary are buying pizzas in celebra-
tion of their 50th wedding anniversary.  
Please bring salads, drinks and desserts. 
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between the two noted above, receives the word, too — he also becomes a follower of 
Jesus. Notice what the Christ said happens in this person’s life: “it becomes un-
fruitful” (Mark 4:19). It was not unfruitful from the outset, but it became unfruitful.  

 What happens in such a person’s life which hinders him from bearing fruit for 
the Lord? This person is overly concerned with things/affairs of this world, and thus he 
does not set his heart on spiritual affairs. Whereas a committed disciple of Jesus sets 
his mind “on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:2), this fellow fails 
to do that. Instead, he is worldly-oriented.  

 When you think about it, this kind of soil has the potential to produce a good 
crop. It could produce thorns, or it could produce the desired fruit, but it cannot pro-
duce both at the same time. The desired harvest will not come about as long as the 
thorns are in the way.  

 Jesus said some are “choked” by “the cares of this world” (Mark 4:19). Too much 
time and attention are given to the cares of this world. It is what the Bible calls being 
entangled with the affairs of this life (2 Timothy 2:3,4). There are many matters in life 
to which we need to give attention, such as working in order to provide for our own 
and our family’s daily material needs (1 Timothy 5:8). However, we must never allow 
the pursuit of earthly endeavors to hinder us from serving and worshipping the Lord 
God.  

 The Master said another factor for the thorny-soil-type person is “the deceitful-
ness of riches” (Mark 4:19). Riches are deceitful in that they send a message, so to 
speak, promising more than they can give. The devil portrays material riches as being 
capable of doing everything a person’s heart might desire. The reality is, money and 
the stuff it empowers us to buy could never supply a person with love, inner peace, 
happiness, salvation, good health, or the solution to all relationship problems.  

 Possessing material riches is not a problem. It is when a person begins to trust in 
them that a problem has developed (Mark 10:23,24). Do not be deceived: those who 
are in love with money and stuff cannot please the Lord and will not live with Him eter-
nally (1 Timothy 6:9,10,17).  

 What else did Jesus say about those who are symbolized by thorny ground? 
Some are choked by “the desires for other things” (Mark 4:19). These would be desires 
which are not properly controlled (1 Peter 2:11). In addition, Jesus said some people 
are choked by “pleasures of life” (Luke 8:14). It is great to enjoy life, and there is noth-
ing wrong with resting, relaxing, and having wholesome fun. A number of people, how-
ever, become obsessed with earthly joys. They are those whom the Bible calls “lovers 
of pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:4).  

 Jesus identified the factors which are going on in a thorny-soil disciple’s heart 
and life. Slowly read them again: cares of this world, deceitfulness of riches, desire for 
other things, and pleasures of life. Please look once more: cares, riches, things, pleas-
ures.  

Shepherd the Flock 

The elders who are among you I exhort, I 
who am a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd 
the flock of God which is among you, serv-
ing as overseers, not by compulsion 
but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 
eagerly; nor as being lords over those en-
trusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock; and when the Chief Shepherd ap-
pears, you will receive the crown of glory 
that does not fade away.  

Monthly News and Announcements 

 Events 

1 Prayer Night 

4 Youth Fellowship 

5 Building Contribution 

6 Women’s Bible Study 

11 
Leon & Randall Home 

Fellowship 

26 Church Luncheon 

26 Men’s Business Meeting 

13 Charlie 

28 Boon Chin 

30 Ruby 

31 Mei Ji 

Men to Serve 

 

Morning Service This Week 

Sunday School Song Alvin 

Bible Class Charlie 

Song Leader Randall 

Opening Prayer Jin 

Lord’s Supper  Stephen 

L.S. Assistance Adam 

Scripture Reading Peter 

Sermon Charlie 

Prayer Reuben 

Evening Service  

Song Leader Daniel 

Prayer Leon 

Scripture Reading Charlie 

Sermon Alvin 

Prayer Han 

Statistics Last Week 

Attendance: 51 (AM) 

Contribution: $1617.30 

Ushers  

This week Reuben & Adam 

Next week Jing Vern & Daniel 

 “Worldliness” is an attraction to non-spiritual matters, a desire to be like the 
world rather than being conformed to the image and teaching of God’s Son. The 
church is eaten up with worldliness today, and my fear is that many world-loving, mon-
ey-loving, material-oriented members are unaware of what many folks around them 
observe: they are thorny soil.  

          - Roger D. Campbell 

AM Lesson Title:  Black Horse & Rider; Pale Horse & 

Rider (Revelation 6:5-8) 

PM Lesson Title: Was the Flood Global (Testimony from 

Scripture and Science (Genesis7:19,20) 

Visitors / Guests Last week 

Yu Kong (Mei Yean’s dad from Melaka 

CoC) 


